
Aid workers often work in fragile and conflict-affected regions, or in places where the rule of law has devolved.  

However, in the majority of situations, both domestic and international laws continue to apply.

Aid workers are first and foremost civilians who are protected under the Geneva Conventions in times of armed 

conflict. They are also rights holders under international human rights law, which continues to apply in armed 

conflict. Additional specific protections for humanitarian workers exist under treaty law and customary international 

law. Depending on the circumstances, an attack may have various legal consequences:
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and inhumane treatment

Violation of the prohibition 

on torture and other cruel 

degrading and inhumane 

treatment 
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If these crimes take place on a widespread or systematic basis, they may constitute Crimes Against Humanity, 

and in some cases where the attacks on aid workers and humanitarian operations are part of a specific intent to 
destroy whole or part of the population, it may constitute Genocide. 
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